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Would you like to try washi papermaking
in a Gassho-style house?
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World Heritage Ainokura

Washi papermaking workshop hall




The manual production of washi (traditional Japanese paper) was an integral part of the
Gokayama villagers’ livelihood, holding a place as important as the production of niter in the
summer. The origin of this production is not precisely dated, but there are records of the Kaga
domain’ s Maeda family showcasing washi from Gokayama in the late 16th century, a
testament to the traditional roots of the washi industry.

Until the abolition of the Han system in 1871, the Kaga domain explicitly requested the
production of extremely high quality washi from over a hundred households. Once the domain
{ was abolished, the Gokayama washi industry lost the domain” s protections, the foundation for
its economic stability, and needed to endure economic blows fre

However, in the early 20th century, improvements in pro tools anufacturm
processes helped bolster washi production. The creation o s to ad oranonﬁ
" sheets of paper also boosted the reputation of washi from ama.

After 1945, overwhelmed by lifestyle changes and the pment of the Westef% paper
industry, the demand for washi plummeted. However, e rfronted with these thallenges
we can still see people manufacturing washi in the grassy village of Gokayama, bracing
themselves from the cold wind and with freezing water chillinig them to the bone, continuing to
protect this long tradition. \
| During the golden age of washi, even if the sun had not y& !

presses were heard somewhere in the village, no other household could afford to stay asleep.
One would keep laboring, wanting to be second to none, all while hearing wry comments such

HELLO T BRI, b Ti& L @ﬁﬁ as “That old man next door is frantically pressing his paper.®When one dog barks in a
’ S s £ ®2  neighborhood, all nearby dogs follow suit, so the villagersWere jokingly called the “Washi
i b CMD CREGMIEZHHDHED TH 7 puppies” , but we can imagine that the winter production'ef washi started exactly in this way.
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